FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

South Staffordshire Water Taps Into Rapid Application Development Framework From FastNET ASP

Improved workflows and better support will increase business efficiency

London, 21st February 2004: FastNET ASP – a new trading division within the SoftSols Group of companies – has today announced that South Staffordshire Water has purchased a licence for FastNET ASP, its rapid .NET development platform, so that the utility company can dynamically develop internal management applications quickly and with ease.

As a customer of SoftSols Group’s asset management technology for the last three years, South Staffordshire Water has extensively customised the standard package to reflect its changing needs. This meant that the system became highly complex with  further development work becoming time consuming and costly.

Adrian Leadbeater, IT Manager of South Staffordshire Water explains: “Like most companies that have physical assets, we capture ongoing data about our assets such as running costs and general maintenance data. This allows us to get the best value for money from those assets. However, as part of a drive to find further efficiencies, there is an opportunity to review the planning of asset maintenance work. The company is currently focusing on ‘Overground Assets’ (pumping stations and reservoirs) as an area that may benefit  from improved planning.  Our information needs for the planning of asset maintenance are quite complex, as a large proportion of the data we capture has to comply with the requirements of external governing bodies such as OFWAT, as well as our own internal business needs. As our needs grow and internal operational data increases, higher demands are placed on systems. Instead of adding complexity to our core applications to help meet these demands, we identified the need for a more flexible development environment that could evolve with our changing business needs. Hence the need to look at a complementary approach.”
South Staffordshire Water needed flexibility so that it could develop a new style of  asset management system. The FastNET ASP framework was ideal as it provided them with the  independence they needed to develop outside of the core Asset Management system, while they could utilise and benefit from 20 years of asset management experience of The SoftSols Group. The FastNET ASP framework incorporates user defined form templates and robust core application functionality which South Staffordshire Water can easily build on.

Leadbeater continues, “FastNET ASP will provide us with an excellent core framework on which we can build the features that are specific to us. It means that we have the potential to substantially reduce development time and rapidly migrate to the web. We are more likely to be able to achieve  our plans to deploy an asset management system for our treatment plants and water works on-time and on budget through the FastNET ASP framework.”

 David Hipkin, Managing Director of SoftSols Group comments: “Our FastNET ASP framework provides South Staffordshire Water with a highly flexible base for their .NET applications so that they can be more responsive to their changing business requirements. Also, non-programmers and implementation staff can automatically generate screen layout, menu access, data validation and lookups through our template-driven environment. This dramatically reduces the cost and time of development, allowing South Staffordshire Water to concentrate on enhancing existing business processes.”
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Note to Editors

About FastNET.ASP

FastNET ASP is a new trading division within the SoftSols Group of companies and has been founded to take advantage of its unparalled .NET developer toolset, providing software developers with a complete toolset for producing a dynamic, user-configurable web based user interface for existing legacy applications. 

FastNET ASP’s robust, scalable technology is based on 20 years of experience of the companies within the SoftSols Group as a leading, independent software house.

About South Staffordshire Water

South Staffordshire Water is part of South Staffordshire plc, based in Green Lane, Walsall. South Staffordshire Water serves large parts of the Black Country, including Walsall, Sandwell and Dudley, together with areas such as Tamworth, Burton, Lichfield, Sutton Coldfield and Cannock. In total, the Company serves a population of 1.2 million. The Company supplies 330 million litres of water every day across a network of pipes that total 6,000 km in length.
